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It looks — depending on your personal opinion — like a very clever vision of the future or a new low
for the intrusion of advertising into our daily lives.
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But there is no doubting that this particular ‘hotel’ is hugely striking.

A vision of the future? Would you want to stay in a hotel made of shipping containers?

Created using shipping containers in lieu of more conventional bricks and mortar — or even steel and
glass — the Hive-Inn is surely the latest in futuristic accommodation.
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» Wonderful London!
Video crosses vintage
footage from 1924 with
modern street scenes to
celebrate the history of
the capital

» Cameron Diaz stages
the ultimate celebrity
photobomb and she
sneaks up on tourists at
New York's Rockefeller
Center

» A royal view! Inside the
stunning 15th-century
palace built into a
hillside that's been
converted into a luxury
hotel - complete with
India’s first zip line
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A towering idea: Built using shipping containers, the hotel could be dismantled and moved to a new location

» Diamond-filled
cocktails in New York

The basic idea is that guests stay inside these chunky metal contraptions, usually deployed in and champagne i"’
transporting cargo across the oceans — with the difference that, here, they are fitted out with the LAFTEEEB VLD TEE S

; o iy e
latest luxuries, soft furnishings and 21st century technology. :‘)‘Jf‘thl:t“:r'g;?s‘:;"a ing

And the big selling-point for companies is that each container can be garnished with their colours financial hangover - with
and logo — and decorated within to reflect their brand. a £750,000 price tag

» Dive right in! The
luxury £9m Marbella
holiday villa with a
stunning GLASS-
BOTTOM infinity pool
built on its ROOF

» The Saturdays ask for
submissions to help
create Britain's ultimate
summer playlist

* No Speedos on the
streets! Holidaymakers
who leave Majorca
beaches dressed in
swimwear face £500
fines

* Ryanair falls out of
favour as Norwegian Air

. ) and easyJet voted best
o — . it , " 1% b s e for budget flights (and
Ship-shape: Sadly for lovers of modern architecture, the hotel is only a design - but could yet become reality BA is named UK's top
airline)
Sadly for those who see such a complex as the very embodiment of the cutting edge (and happily
for those who would rather not sleep inside an advert), the Hive-Inn does not exist. HEromISl=aac

Newton's tree to Robin

It was dreamed up for a design competition by Hong Kong-based architects Ova Studio. e
Hood's forest: Britain's

“The brief was clear: Bold new thinking + problem solving + beautiful design + revenue-generating top 10 green spaces
ideas," the company explains. honoured with green
plaques

P Hot tubs, swim-up
rooms and even au
naturel weddings: Is this
the most luxurious
nudist beach resort in
the world?

Too exotic for the UK! A
third of Britons believe
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Fit for a princess: Ova Studio drew up one room themed around the fashions of Alexander McQueen

Some would say that they achieved this ambition.

In theory, the hotel could rise to any height, and could be remodelled and moved for a temporary
event or a large number of guests.

Vroom with a view: The company also themed a more masculine room around motoring thoroughbreds Ferrari
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One for the boys: The room uses the logo and racing colours of the ltalian car giant

Ova Studio went as far as designing two ‘rooms’ fully fitted with brand insignia, for motoring
thoroughbred Ferrari and high-end fashion house Alexander McQueen — a prospect that is sure to
have potential advertisers salivating at the possible exposure.

The hotel could even be dismantled entirely and taken overseas to a different country — the obvious
advantage of using shipping containers as building blocks.
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Louisa-Jane, London, 5 days ago

There's just one problem with this concept - nobody is going to want to stay there.
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