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Luxury pool with a view

As told to Vivian Chen

THE TWO-STOREY COMPOUND CONSISTS OF A MAIN POOL FITTED WITH TEMPERED GLASS INCORPORATED WITH

LED SCREENS, AND A VIEWING LOUNGE AND SPA IN THE BASEMENT. ILLUSTRATION: OVA STUDIO

WHAT: LUXURY SWIMARIUM
HK$247.7 million

WHO: Slimane Ouahesand Christophe Barthelemy
Ouahes and Barthelemy are directors of the award-
winning interior and product design firm OVA
Studio. Founded in 2008, the firm focuses on
finding innovative and sustainable solutions
inmultidisciplinary projects ranging from retail
and residential developments to offices and
infrastructure. Their recent project, Hive-Inn hotel,
has garnered attention across the globe.

Designers Ouahes and Barthelemy have coined the term "swimarium" for their
version of the ultimate private swimming pool. Aptly named, the structure combines
the fun of swimming and an aquarium, and is definitely a place to see and to be seen.

"We've all been to swimming pools, but with the swimarium it's all about the
experience," Ouahes says.

The two-storey compound consists of a
main pool fitted with tempered glass
incorporated with LED screens, with a
viewing lounge and a spa in the
basement. A photovoltaic transparent
glass dome provides a skylight to the
pool, and the upper level also
accommodates an outdoor bar and an
open-air jacuzzi.

Not wanting to settle for "just another
pool", the design duo aim to create an
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experience that takes the owner to the world's top diving spots without leaving their

private estate. 0

The key solution to creating such an experience is to project live-feed videos of the

world's top diving sights. It is also one of the most challenging and expensive tasks.

"Advanced 3D image technology is displayed on the bottom, side and roof of the Erint
swimming pool, creating a 360-degree immersive experience for the user," Ouahes (nitp:/)vwiow.SCMP.
explains. m/print/magazines

With underwater cameras installed at the owner's favourite diving spots, a live video
feed will be streamed directly to the pool.

With a central-controlled smart-tech terminal on portable tablet devices such as an
iPad, the owner can simply change channels to get live feeds from various locations -
from Belize to Papua New Guinea or Hawaii.

"You can choose the Great Barrier Reef or switch to a Caribbean environment as
easily as you change channels on a TV," Ouahes says.

To enhance the out-of-this-world experience, the designers plan to create special
goggles into which 3D effects are incorporated. What's more, hydrophones and
speakers will convey the sounds from the various environments, and oceanic odours
will make the experience even more real.

Inspired by the beauty of the oceans, the glass dome is reminiscent of soap bubbles.

"The polyhydric shape of the pool and that of the dome create a 360-degree
environment," Ouahes says.

Taking into consideration their clients' preference for absolute privacy, the designers
will use EDP technology with controllable opacity in the dome structure, allowing for
transparency or opacity.

The construction is understandably challenging because of safety reasons, as
electrified LED screens will be incorporated into the swimming pool structure.

The dome is composed of an aerogel sandwiched between glass panels for
transparency. There will also be solar panels that provide the electricity to power the
structure.

The other feature of the swimarium is a viewing lounge that will allow guests to join
in the fun while the owner takes a dip in the magnificent pool.

The multifunctional lounge can also be transformed for dining or other purposes.
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BREAKDOWN OF COSTS

1. BUILDERS" WORK: HK$8.64 MILLION
2. DOME STRUCTURE, ROOF WITH DOUBLE GLAZING AND AEROGEL:
HK%6.2 MILLION
3. FLOORING, SUN DECK, JACUZZI, BAR AND DECORATION:
HK$7.68 MILLION
4. PUMP ROOM EQUIPMENT, ELECTRICITY, LIGHTING, SOUND, SMELL
AND MVAC EQUIPMENT: HK$5 MILLION
5. SOLAR PANELS, LED SCREENS, PLAYERS AND TRANSPARENT EPD
SCREENS WITH OPACITY CONTROL: HK$90.57 MILLION
6. ARCHITECTURAL, ENGINEERING, PM AND SPECIALIST
CONSULTATION FEES: HK$39.56 MILLION
GRAND TOTAL: HK$247.65 MILLION

Subscribe today from just HK$20 a week

For unlimited access to:

South China Morning Post

SCMP.com
SCMP Tablet Edition
SCMP M0b| |e Ed ition Financial Secretary John Tsan,

10-year news archive

Subscribe now
https://customerservice.scmp.com

Existing subs Libejin here (user/login
[diaital?utm sniirce=semn nointer®

AFTER READING THIS ARTICLE, PEOPLE ALSO READ

How to party all week long in Hong Kong: best happy hours,

theme nights and deals revealed (http://scmp.com/magazines/48hrs
/article/1564333/night-eternal-how-keep-party-rolling-all-week-long)

Aug 09, 2014

Fashion heirs who inherit family businesses have big shoes to fill

(http://scmp.com/magazines/style/article/1562758 /fashion-heirs-who-inherit-
family-businesses-have-big-shoes-fill

Aug 09, 2014

Afro-Chinese marriages boom in Guangzhou: but will it be "til

death do us part'? (http://scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine/article
/1521076 /afro-chinese-marriages-boom-guangzhou-will-it-be-til-death)

Aug 09, 2014

COMMENTS

To post comments please log in (https:/wwv.scmp.com/user/login?destination=node/1562798%23comment-form) , register

(https://mww.scmp.com/user/register?destination=node/1562798%23comment-form) Or Log in

3sur4 11/08/2014 00:01



Luxury pool with aview | South China Morning Post

4 sur 4

HIT LIST (/magazines/style)

(/magazines/style/article
/1562758/fashion-heirs-
who-inherit-family-
businesses-have-big-

(Imagazines/style/article
/1540360/build-ultimate-

play-space-your-children-

(/magazines/style/article
/1520521/dream-bathroom-

http://www.scmp.com/magazines/styl e/articl e/ 1562798/l uxury-pool -view

(Imagazines/style/article
/1500694/hk7614-million-

/magazines/style/article
/1457789/hk1166-million-

spa-hk685-million)

hk16-million

Dream

ultimate-garden
HK$761.4 million:

ultimate-aquarium)
HK$11.66 million:

(Imagazines/style/article
/1442636/beauty-brands-
turn-rare-plants-
and-precious-materials-

shoes-fil Build the ultimate bathroom-spa for the ultimate garden  the ultimate enhance-luxury)
Fashion heirs who play space for your  HK$6.85 million (Imagazines/style/article ~ @duarium (/magazines  Beauty brands turn
inherit family children for HK$16 (/magazines/style/article  /1500694/hk7614- Istyle/article/1457789 to rare plants and
businesses have million (/magazines /1520521 /dream- million-ultimate-garden) ~ /hk1166-million-ultimate- ~ precious materials
big shoes to fill Istyle/article/1540360 bathroom-spa-hk685- aquarium) to enhance luxury
(Imagazines/style/article  /build-ultimate- million) products (/magazines
/1562758/fashion-heirs- play-space- [style/article/1442636
who-inherit-family- your-children- [beauty-brands-
businesses-have-big- hk16-million) turn-rare-plants-
shoes-fill and-precious-materials-

enhance-luxury)

Sections Subscriptions

South China Morning Post
https://www.scmp.con/subscribe;
SCMP.com (/subscribe/digital
Corporate subscriptions
(/subscribe/corporate:

Technology (lifestyle/technology) Racing Post

Sport (/sport http://racing.scmp.com/
Property (/property) Young Post

Photos (/photos http://www.yp.scmp.com

China Insider (/news/china- Video (hideo, [home/website/default.aspx
insider) Magazines (/magazines Rk X

China Digest (news/china-digest) Post Magazine (/magazines http://www.scmpchinese. com
World News (news/world [post-magazine Weather (/weather;

Business (/business Style (magazines/style Most popular (most-popular
Money (/business/money Money (magazines/money Homepage Time Machine
Comment (‘comment Good Eating (/magazines/good-  (timemachine

Insight & Opinion (/comment eating) 7 Day Index (timemachine;
[insight-opinion Faces (Imagazines/faces Crossword (lifestyle/crossword,
Blogs (/comment/blogs’ 48 Hours (http://www.scmp.com  Sudoku (/lifestyle/sudoku
Lifestyle (lifestyle Imagazines/48hrs Bridge Puzzle (/lifestyle/bridge
Promotions (/promotions;
Special Reports (/specialreports.

Hong Kong News (news
/hong-kong
Asia News (/news/asia;

China News (news/china

Services

SCMP Mobile Edition
http://www.scmp.com/mobile
SCMP Tablet Edition
http://www.scmp.com/tabletedition
SCMP ePaper Edition
(/epaper)
Buy SCMP Photos
http://photo.scmp.com
Copyright Licensing (reprint-
lic
10-Year News Archive

(archive

Directories Advertising Opportunities Events

At Your Service
http://www.ays.com. hk/
Business Services
http://business-senices.scmp.com/,
HK Restaurant Directory
http:/goodeating.scmp.com
[restaurants/

Mice Biz (http://mice.scmp.com/,
The Directory (/directories
LuxeHomes

http://www.luxehomes.com. hk

SCMP Events
http://conferences.scmp.com/,
Operation Santa Claus
http://osc.scmp.com/.
Homes For Hope
http://homesforhope.scmp.com
/about.asp;

Hong Kong Rate Card
http://advertising.scmp.com
/marketing_guide

Overseas Rate Card
http://advertising.scmp.com
[marketing _guide
[ratecard_owerseas.html|

China Rate Card
http://advertising.scmp.com
/marketing_guide/ratecard_china.html
The Marketer
http://advertising.scmp.com

SCMP Marketing Solutions
http://advertising.scmp.com
/marketingsolutions

Recruitment Advertising
http://advertising. scmp.com/recruiter
findex.asp;

ropyright © 2014 South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights reserved.

SCMP Group (http/iwww scmoaroup com)  Privacy Policy (privacy-paicy) ~ FAQS (/fags)

Terms & Conditions (/terms-conditions)

Find a Job
http://www.classifiedpost.com/hk
Career Centre
http://www.classifiedpost.com/career-
centre )

Find a Job (http://wwwjiujik.com
[jssearch.php?page=0&fuzzy=y&
industryQ=&jobtypeQ=8&
quickkeyword=&x=43&y=9;
Resources (ttp://www.jijik.com
[jsarticlelisting. php?lcid=HK.B5)

Magazines

Cosmopolitan
http://www.cosmopolitan.com. hk/;
CosmoGIRL!
http://www.cosmogirl.com. hk/]
Elle (http://elle.com.hk
Harpers Bazaar

http://www. harpershazaar.com.hk
/home jsp;

HK Magazine (http://hk-
magazine.com/

The List (http:/thelist com.hk/
Destination Macau
http://www.destination-macau.com
/en/home

Work For Us (http //www scrparoup comiw ork for_us asp)

Find a course
http://www.educationpost.com.hk
Icourses:

Featured Institutions
http://www.educationpost.com.hk
[institutions

The MBA Centre
http://www.educationpost.com.hk/mb
a

Connect with Us

SCMP on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com
/southchinamorningpost;
SCMP on Twitter
http://twitter.com
[#VSCMP_News'
Newsletters (/newsletters:
RSS (Irss

11/08/2014 00:01

Contact Us (icontactus)



